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" !, '^mdw COME SeMtoffi’ 
=-• %$iiehnedy does not y;' 

Ufrj? ■,*< killed his brothr ; 

Warren Report \ \ 

~ ' was the coverup, not Wa- 

t'tkrgate.” 

. , . ;f _ Michael E. Desmond, 

; n»tfa*b T f ; Pa ViOTercecI 

" DURING THE ’60s, tvheii I was editing Ramparts 
*■ magazine, I discovered a sure way to goose news- ,.• 
stand sales: put a Kennedy on the cover. The dead 
£ ones sold better than the live ones. ' *x >&$■ $’p'~ • 

: Public interest in the assassination of President 

< John F. Kennedy and distrust of the official expla- 
nation remains a . vital sign of the national ciiriosi- 
' • ty. Since the Warren Commission presented its, 
'“lone-assassih thesis in 1964; public opinion polls 
s ~ have registered ah unflagging disbelief in that ver- . 
! 'diet. Most people think Kennedy was killed by a 
^conspiracy. The sentiments expressed by Michael , , 
:;E. Desmond of Parkmerced Towers were typical of 
•;;.the letters and telephone calls following a report in' ‘ 
this space last Sunday regarding the latest Kenne- 
.;dy corispiracy news: a claim by the son of a Dallas 
■ i ; policeman that his dad had been one of three men 
t-r shooting at President Kennedy in Dealey Plaza'hh 
-^Nov. 22, 1963. rfrv r-db*: :-:i. ;»aiu> 

: l The column registered less-than-blind enthusi- 
‘ asm from Bay Area Kennedy assassination ex^P.p. 
, ; perts on the Dallas claim staked by Ricky Don 
White, an unemployed salesman of oil equipment, 
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ther, Roscoe, whose diary is said to contain proof 
- of conspiracy. Examiner readers had their own 
‘) theories of the assassination: One suggested it had v . 
•i to do with JFK’s views on the silver standard. r . . f /, 

’ ; An often-heard refrain about the assassination 
^ is that the truth will never be known until the files 
vppf the Warren Commission are unsealed at a date 
*• sufficiently far into the future as to qualify for sci- 1 
..fence fiction, circa A.D. 2039. Robert Gardner Raf- 
w i tel, a JFK assassination researcher in Berkeley, 

' put a match and powder to that shibboleth. 


l said that more than 90 percent of the 
it . r yvarren. Commission files.have already been made 

Act . . . 

.^.He-S^aiff ou^tfi^ scenario: that the 

ithe nettlesomam^bons about the Kennedy as- 

Sisoftiie bes{ evidence v; 

wprn-^ 

, - -low daffWst^WOre Worm atiofr about die v 

[assassin ation locfiedup f tlian it did at the time of v , 
jthe 1964 Warren Commiss^ ; : ? 

\ The ironyi&t!^ lawsuits dis- 

lodged suffici^tinformatiqii from the files of the 
Warren Commission: t^aht^risify the questioning 
of ite“a^rtmry ^^^^njcl^ons and to prompt congres- 
sional pmbes; culininating mya reopening of the 
•case by the^g^ Ag^i^^on committee in y 

11976. This Wj^propelied byfiie findings of a sub- 
committee.oftn^ampusChurch Committee 
, which ipvest^^ doings and Ma- 

■fia-related as^a^sihStipb ;pl& of the .CIA that the 
JCIA had withheld ^^ fh es^|[pm the Warren Com- 
mission, impedingit^^ Hearings by 

Bay^A^a Congi^n^jPpg! Edwards also estab- 
lished that tbfe desi^pyed evidence related 

, jo the^^tigatip^ STrilHT- 

j During the House Assassination Committee 
probe in some 100,000 

pages of its Kenner assassination files and re- 
searcher Raftel trudged thrniigh them all. 

j “But the Conimittee got 

■300,000 pages m an additional 

SQO^Mpages of ^I t files on^the assassination — 
and those files are how sealed for 50 yeaurs,” Raftel 

^ «40rmation lawsuits 

' ^aSMpi® 


Fcomhssassination files be- 
v gj * ^ ' t* t* 

S ewmepapal i^t^^ inhhune from FOIA suits. 

_ TOe bi^aUciw^^^^ for keeping these 5 

files off-limite^to^ fiievery r^archerswho forced 

case is tq.prb- . 

t^t inteUigericea^cy “a andmethods. " 

; 0 Raftel is no (^nspnacy r^onger. He recently 
^otdown^ a|5re^ George Bush was a 

^|A hgentlnl in theassassi- 

^ation inves^atidS. Raf^fshowed that ^ what 
Bush did do was tiiepKpne ffie FBI ahd suggest 
^athnj^t-wmg Houston ^publican who was a 
jjfmhti^ ene^ c^isidere^as suspect in 

tlie Kenne<fy^ killing. If OswSd was the lone assas- 
sin nf^fe concluded, the 

m - - — r . v J# 

with a need tS khS^ aBout the Kennedy assassina- 
tion straining to suppress the facts that would sup- 
port such elementary conclusions? 
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